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Illus: Initially not very impressive; further examination valuable  

(for eyes trained to see what the average person doesn’t see) 

 

You must focus your vision to see glory in what most people only see as 

tragedy. But you must never mistake the cross as a tragedy. It is rather the 

strategy of a sovereign God working through His triumphant Son to 

implement eternal glory. 

 

John wants us to see what many did not see who gathered at the cross. Many 

of the spectators near the cross only saw what they would assess as defeat, 

humiliation, and tragedy. But John wants us to look beyond the surface and 

see the glory of the Son of God perfectly fulfilling the eternal sovereign plan 

of God to redeem sinners.  

 

We’re going to adjust our focus this morning to see the glory of Christ 

through four lenses:  

 

1. We see in Jesus the glory of perfect fulfillment (John 19:17-25). 

 

At first glance, verses 17-25 seem to just be a factual account of the 

crucifixion. And yet within these events there is a remarkable 

fulfillment of what the Old Testament had prophesied and 

foreshadowed concerning the Messiah.  

 

a. The Lamb (Isa 53:7; John 19:17) 

 

We see in John 19:17 the imagery of Jesus as the Lamb of God 

that takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Even though 

Jesus willfully laid down His life with no resistance to His 

oppressors, vs. 17 says “they took Jesus” (in the other gospels: 

“led Him” away to crucify Him)
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This is what Isaiah the prophet foretold: “He was oppressed and He was 

afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to 

slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not 

open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away…”(Isaiah 

53:12) 
 

b. The Sacrifice (Genesis 22; John 19:17) 
 

We see in John 19:17 the imagery of Jesus as the Father’s 

sacrifice when it says He went out “bearing His own cross.” In 

Gen. 22, God tests Abraham’s faith by sending him to offer his 

son, Isaac as a sacrifice. In obedience, Abraham takes Isaac up 

the mountain while Isaac carries on his back the wood to be used 

for His own sacrificial death. In the end, God provided a lamb to 

take Isaac’s place. Here we see a foreshadowing of Jesus, who 

not only carried the wood of His own sacrifice but also became 

the substitutionary lamb.  
 

c. The Sin Offering (Ex. 29; Heb. 13:11-12; John 19:17) 
 

In vs. 17 John also specifies that when they took Jesus, “He went 

out.” Perhaps there is an illusion to Ex. 29:14 that requires the 

flesh of a sin offering was to be offered up outside the camp. 

Hebrews 13:11-12 makes the connection to Jesus when it 

identifies Him as a sin offering who therefore had to “suffer 

outside the gate.”  
 

d. The Cure (Num. 21; John 3:14-15; John 19:18) 
 

The mere fact that Jesus was “crucified” in vs. 18 should be seen 

in light of His fulfillment as the cure for sin. This takes us all the 

way back to Numbers 21 where God sent poisonous serpents 

among His people because they had sinned. When the people 

cried out for mercy, God told Moses to make a bronze serpent 

and put it on a stake so that when the people looked to it they 

would be healed. We know that this event points to Christ 

because John 3:14 says, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that 

whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.”  



e. The Despised and Forsaken One (Isaiah 53:12; John 19:18) 

 

Finally, we see in John 19, Jesus as the despised and forsaken 

One of Isaiah 53:12: “He was numbered with the transgressors; 

Yet He Himself bore the sin of many.”   

 

In John 19:18, we see the fulfillment: “There they crucified Him, 

and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in 

between.” 

 

f. The Crucified One (Psalm 22; John 19:23-25a) 

 

As the crucified One, Jesus is also the fulfillment of Psalm 22, 

the most Messianic Psalm of the Old Testament. The Psalm 

begins, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me”—the very 

words Jesus Himself utter from the cross (Matthew 27:46).  

 

In vs. 12, the Psalmist continues: For dogs have surrounded me; 

A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my 

hands and my feet. I can count all my bones. They look, they 

stare at me; They divide my garments among them, and for my 

clothing they cast lots.” 

 

John 19 points to a direct fulfillment in vs. 23-25a, “Then the 

soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments 

and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; 

now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 
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 So they said 

to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide 

whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: “THEY 

DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR 

MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS.” 
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 Therefore the soldiers 

did these things.” Notice that vs. 25 says, “therefore the soldiers 

did these things.” Why? Verse 24 says this was to fulfill 

Scripture. Surely that was not their intent but again we see the 

sovereign hand of God using even His enemies to accomplish 

His purposes.  

 

We see in Jesus the glory of perfect fulfillment.  

 

2. We see in Jesus the glory of selfless love and compassion (John 

19:26-27). 

 

In the midst of Jesus’ most intense suffering on the cross where He is 

doing the most significant work of all time, fulfilling God’s 

sovereign, eternal  plan of salvation, He turns to His mother in a very 

personal moment of selfless love and compassion and entrusts her 

into John’s care. “When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple 

whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, 

behold, your son!” 
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 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own 

household.” (vs. 26-27)  Jesus ensures that she will be taken care of 

by laying the mantle of responsibility on His closest friend and 

disciple, John.  

 

Even in His most intense suffering, we see the pure selfless character 

of Jesus that we call the “mind of Christ.” In Phil. 2 we are called to 

imitate the humble, selfless attitude of Jesus that He portrays on the 

cross: “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 

humility of mind regard one another as more important than 

yourselves; 
4
do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 

but also for the interests of others. 
5
Have this attitude in yourselves 

which was also in Christ Jesus,” (Phil 2:3-5).  Don’t miss the glory 

of Jesus’ perfect selflessness in putting the needs of others ahead of 

Himself even at His own greatest point of need.  

 

Yet there’s also great comfort and encouragement to us in how Jesus 

cares for His mother. In Luke 8, when Jesus was told that His family 

had come to see Him, He said, “My mother and my brothers are 

those who hear the word of God and do it.” (Luke 8:19-21).  

 

Jesus was not devaluing or demoting His family; He was exalting 

obedience to the highest regard. John Piper: “Loving obedience to the 

Word of God puts us in a relationship with Jesus which is more 

intimate and more certain to be heard than his nearest family 



relations.”
2
 In other words, if Jesus would ensure that His mother’s 

needs were met even from the cross, He will do no less for you who 

hear the Word of God and obey it! Piper goes on to say, “If [Jesus] 

could provide for His own in the moment of His weakness and 

humiliation, how much more can He meet all our needs today [from 

His present position of “power and exaltation”] at the right hand of 

God.  

 

We see in Jesus the glory of selfless compassion and love and His 

perfect sufficiency for us.  

 

3. We see in Jesus the glory of divine sovereignty (John 19: 28-30). 

 

Here we are going to focus on Jesus’ words in vs. 28: “I am thirsty.” 

There are two things that make this statement more than just a plea to 

quench His thirst: 1) He knew that “all things had already been 

accomplished; 2) He did it “to fulfill Scripture.” 

 

a. Knowing that all things had already been accomplished  

 

First, Verse 28 begins by saying, “Jesus, knowing that all things had 

already been accomplished…” Once again the Gospel of John 

relentlessly presses home the glory of Jesus’ omniscience. Nothing is 

taking Jesus by surprise. He’s not being forced through this torrent of 

circumstances. He knows precisely what the Father’s will is and 

embraces it willingly. Since the beginning of the passion in chapter 

13, this is the fourth time John has emphasized that Jesus has full 

knowledge of what is happening and purposefully goes to the cross.
3
  

 

Here in 19:28 Jesus knows that “all things had already been 

accomplished.” What does that mean? Jesus has not yet died. The 

resurrection is yet to come. So in what sense are all things 

accomplished? Everything has been accomplished to fulfill the 
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purpose of His suffering in taking to Himself the wrath of God for 

our sin.
4
 All that’s left is death itself.  

 

b. To fulfill the Scripture 

 

Of all that Jesus has done and endured to fulfill the Scriptures and 

accomplish the Father’s will, this request for a drink signals the final 

stroke. Vs. 28 goes on to say, “Jesus, knowing that all things had 

already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, “I am 

thirsty.” This is the second thing in vs. 28 that infuses Jesus’ plea of 

thirst with meaning.  

 

Don’t miss it. This statement was the final detail that Jesus must 

conscientiously fulfill in His suffering. We see in this Jesus’ divine 

sovereignty. He knows precisely the right moment to speak these 

words. They are a prophetic fulfillment of Psalm 69:21: “They put 

gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.” (cf. Ps. 22:15) 

 

Earlier, Jesus had refused the offer of wine mixed with gall, which 

was offered as a sedative to dull the agony. The Roman soldiers 

offered it not out of mercy but to prolong the suffering of their 

victims. Yet Jesus refused to let His mind be clouded in any way. He 

would drink the Father’s cup of wrath against sin with a clear mind 

to experience its full fury.
5
 …for us! 

 

But now, “knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to 

fulfill Scripture,” He says, “I am thirsty.” And with the slight 

moisture from a sponge, His dehydrated mouth was revived just 

enough to speak His final words, “It is finished.”  
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Then we see one final display of Jesus’ divine sovereignty in vs. 30: 

“He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.” Most crucifixions were 

meant to prolong the torture and agony of death as long as possible. 

Some victims would suffer for days, longing for the relief of death. 

But here we see Jesus in command to the very end. He offers up His 

spirit in death proving to be the Passover lamb and fulfilling His own 

words in John 10: “No one [takes My life] from Me, but I lay it down 

on My own initiative.”  

 

In the end, the cross of Christ is not what men did to Jesus, but what 

Jesus did for men, out of perfect obedience to His Father.  

 

4. We see in Jesus the glory of victorious hope (John 19:30).  

 

We turn our attention now to Jesus’ final word from the cross (vs. 

30): tetelestai: “It is finished!” This was not a weak sigh of defeat. 

The other gospel writers emphasize that is was a loud cry, a shout of 

triumph (Matt. 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46). And in it lies our 

hope! So what does it mean? 

 

It is finished means His work of redemption has been completed! 

It is finished means every redemptive prophecy has been fulfilled!
6
 

It is finished means that every requirement of God’s righteous law 

has been met!  

It is finished means that sin has been atoned for!
7
 

It is finished means Satan has been defeated!
8
 

It is finished means that God’s holy and just wrath has been 

satisfied!
9
 

It is finished means that God has done everything necessary to clear 

sinners of guilt who repent of their sin and put their sole trust in His 

Son!
10
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 This paragraph (It is finished…) adapted from MacArthur, 356.  

Step back and see the big picture: See the glory of the cross! The crucified 

One is not a tragic victim who is to be pitied. He is the Sovereign Lord 

who intentionally dies at the hands of sinful men to fulfill His Father’s 

predetermined plan to rescue man from sin and reconcile him to God.  

 

So what should our response be to this Christ?  

 

John 20:31: This “has been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”  

 

So what happens when we truly believe in Christ?  

 

We receive the full benefits of the cross where the Father treated Jesus as if 

He had committed the very sin that we have committed. All of our sin was 

charged against Jesus as if He had personally committed it. Jesus took upon 

Himself the full fury of God’s wrath for our sin so that when we are united to 

Jesus in faith, we are treated as though we had lived the righteous life of 

Christ.
11

  

 

When we are joined to Christ in faith, His righteous payment clears our debt 

of sin. For those who believe in Jesus, it is finished means paid in full! We 

are forgiven, justified, redeemed, reconciled to God, made new, and lavished 

with the joy of eternal life.  

 

So how do you believe?  

 --involves your mind, heart, and life 

 

a. Mind ~ First, you must understand the good news. Jesus died for 

your sin and rose from the dead overcoming its power of death—its 

power to separate you from God.  

 

I Cor. 15:3-4 ~ “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 

also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures, 
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b. Heart ~ Believing in Jesus means you open your heart to receive 

Him and His offer of forgiveness and eternal life. It means you 

establish a relationship with Him as your Savior and Lord. 

 

Rom. 10:9-10 ~ “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall 

be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, 

and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the 

Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed… 

for "Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved." 

 

c. Life ~ It’s important for you to understand that those who truly 

believe in Jesus, follow Jesus. (We live according to what we really 

believe).  Are you following Christ? 

 

2 Cor. 5:15—“He died for all, that they who live should no longer 

live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their 

behalf.” 


